
Respect | Wisdom | Aspiration | Community

Year 10 Parents’ Information Evening
5th October 2023



Associate 

Headteacher 

Curriculum 

Impact KS4 & 5            

Ms Qureshi

Assistant 

Headteacher  

KS4 Impact and 

Standards and 

PP

Mr Mashida

Head of 

Year 10

Mr Watton

Pastoral 

Support 

Ms Dixon

KS4 Raising 

Achievement 

and Transition 

Leader             

Mr Macauley

Raising 

Achievement 

Leader Applied 

(KS4 & 5) & 

Exams             

Miss J Jacobs

Raising 

Achievement 

Leader KS4    

Mr Watts

Year 10 Team

Tqureshi@barnhill.school Amashida@barnhill.school @barnhill.school Ldixon@barnhill.school Lmacauley@barnhill.school

                     

Jjacobs@barnhill.school Bwatts@barnhill.school

mailto:Tqureshi@barnhill.school
mailto:Bwatts@barnhill.school
mailto:Bwatts@barnhill.school
mailto:Ldixon@barnhill.school
mailto:Lmacauley@barnhill.school
mailto:Jjacobs@barnhill.school
mailto:Jjacobs@barnhill.school
mailto:Bwatts@barnhill.school


Head of English

Ms S Sriram

Head of Maths

Mr M Sangha

Head of Science

Mrs I Ponnuraj

Core Subject Leaders

Ssriram@barnhill.school Msangha@barnhill.school Iponnuraj@barnhill.school

mailto:Ssriram@barnhill.school
mailto:Msangha@barnhill.school
mailto:Iponnuraj@barnhill.school


Respect | Wisdom | Aspiration | Community

'Teachers give pupils individual help to improve 

their work. Pupils value this and respond well'. 

Ofsted 2022
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Pupils here show respect for all. 

They are polite, friendly and 

confident in expressing their views.' 

Ofsted 2022



The most important collaborative partnership

Students  - 
Attitude 
towards 
learning

Home – 
parent 

support

School  - 
teachers
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Our Maths GCSE grades 

were in the top 3% of 

schools in England

71% of our students 

achieved a grade 9-

5 (A*-C) in English 

GCSE

Over 60% of grades in 

Triple Science GCSE 

were

9-6 (A*-B)

'Pupils celebrate diversity 

and equality.' Ofsted 2022
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The 1-9 System



KS4 Outcomes 2016 – 2023
National Ranking
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Progress 8 +0.53

28% of students with

five 9-7 Grades or more.

79% students returning to 

Barnhill Sixth Form

5+ in English 

and Maths

Barnhill

National

4+ in English 

and Maths

Barnhill

National

61%

52%

79%

73%

65% of all grades are 
higher than Grade 5.

2023 Year 11 Results



National 

Rank

Progress 

8

Attainment 

8

Basics 

5+

Basics 

4+

English 

Baccalaureate
Destinations

National 

Averages
50% +0.03 48.8 50% 67% 4.04 94%

2023 

Results tbc +0.51 53.0 61% 79% 4.89 tbc

2022 2.7% +0.79 55.6 65% 84% 4.95 N/A

2021* +0.88* 55.2 58% 74% 4.98 N/A

2020* +0.96* 53.9 59% 79% 4.70 97%

2019 5% +0.57 49.1 52% 70% 4.44 94%

2018 4.3% +0.68 47 52% 65% 4.25
91%

2017 13.3% +0.42 46.3 44% 60%
92%





A Level attainment

Over 50%

A*s,As and Bs







Opportunities for students not to waste

Preparing for your GCSE

Balance revision with activities that make you feel happy and calm.

Make a plan and stick to it. 

GCSE covers a range of subjects

GCSEs will be the first big exams you or your child will take and can have a big 

influence on your future educational path and career. 



Year 10 Achievement

Mr L Macauley – Raising Achievement Leader for KS4
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Year 10 Achievement

Mr L Macauley – Raising Achievement Leader for KS4
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Curriculum and Assessments

English

Science

Maths

17th June - 28th June

Pre-Public Exams (PPE)

Half of entire GCSE 

content in 2 weeks

Student reflection and 

target setting

for ALL Subject

(May)

9 GCSEs Total

Option A

Option B

Option C

Option D

x2

x2

Throughout the year

Class assessments
Half or full topics

Student reflection in class.



Reports and Reflection
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Reports and ReflectionAcross your top 8 subjects, 

what is your mean 

progress? This means how 

far above or below your 

targets you are on average?

Are you above your 

targets? GREEN

Are you just one grade 

below them? YELLOW

Or are you still far below 

your targets? RED

Have you reached a good 

pass in English and 

Maths.

Without these, your 

options are limited.

This row of information is 

all about your attitude to 

learning and behaviour in 

school.

Is your behaviour affecting 

your learning?

Attitude to Learning

4 is expected.

3 is 'coasting'. --> Bare 

minimum, lack of effort. Must 

work harder.

2s and 1s - Very worrying. 

Behaviour and attitude must 

improve.

For each subject you 

have:

A PPE Grade (Your most 

recent exam grade)

And a PG (Predicted 

grade) - This is based on 

your previous 

assessments and your 

teachers' projection of 

your progress based on 

your work and effort.



Report Reflection

Failures are only temporary if worked on. If you ignore them, they become permanent. How will you succeed?

How to set your targets



Example targets

• To set an alarm for every homework and 
interventions.

• To fill my pencil case this weekend so that I 
am prepared for every lesson.

• To check my timetable at 8pm the night 
before and pack my bag for the next day.

• To be on time to each lesson by 
checking my timetable and moving quickly 
from break.

Effective revision Organisation and preparedness

• To give my phone to my parents at 
6pm so that I can focus on my 
revision and don't stay up late on my 
phone.

• To complete one past paper a week 
for English and mark it on a 
Wednesday.

• 5 at 5 - To complete 5 minutes of 
flashcards every single day at 5pm.

• To create and stick to a revision 
timetable.

• To revise in the kitchen so my 
parents can help me focus / revise at 
the library
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Homework and Independent Study
Homework is set once a week per subject. Students MUST record this in their 

planners. Total = 8 hours a week

Independent study = 8 hours per week



Parental Support 



Vocational and BTEC Awards

External exams

 January 2025 for all BTEC and 

Cambridge Nationals

Please collect a booklet about how vocational and BTEC awards work

Key dates

Internal assessments (controlled)

 Food technology coursework 

deadline end of September 2024

 All BTEC Tech Awards Spring term

 Sport science Cambridge national 

is in the Spring term

Interventions

Various Vocational and BTEC 

interventions throughout Spring



GCSE English

Ms S Sriram – Curriculum Leader



Literature 

Qualification

Language 

Qualification
Students should have…

Paper 1

Macbeth

A Christmas Carol

64 marks

Fiction (Reading and 

writing)

80 marks

1. A copy of Macbeth.

2. A CGP study guide for Macbeth.

Paper 2

An Inspector Calls

Power and Conflict Poetry 

Anthology (15 poems)

Unseen Poetry

96 marks

Non-fiction (Reading and 

writing)

80 marks

GCSE English - Ms Sriram – The course requirements

Assessment Objectives

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4

• Show that you understand 

the text and how 

characters/settings are used 

to present the writer’s 

ideas.

• Use evidence from the 

text to present and support 

your interpretations.

• Explain and analyse how 

writers use suggestive 

language or how they 

structure information to 

present meaning and impact 

readers’ thoughts or feelings 

about characters/settings.

• Use relevant subject 

terminology.

Show that you 

understand what the 

plot, characters or 

settings reveal about 

the time the text was 

written.

Use a range of 

vocabulary and 

sentence structures for 

clarity, purpose and 

effect, with accurate 

spelling and 

punctuation.

Themes, characterisation, 

writers’ intentions, evidence

Language and structural 

features

Social and historical 

context
SPaG

15% 15% 7.5% 2.5%



Misconception: Progress in English is linear.

➢ Range of texts (including extracts) with varying 

complexities (vocabulary and ideas)

➢ Timing

➢ Knowledge of the whole text captured in a snapshot.

GCSE English - Ms Sriram



How can you help?

➢ Check that they have copies of the set texts.

➢ Check that they have copies of the revision guides.

➢ Talk about wider issues.

GCSE English - Ms Sriram



GCSE Mathematics

Mr M Sangha– Curriculum Leader



GCSE Mathematics

 Year 10 content revisits, and builds 

upon, content covered in previous 

years

 

 There is a greater emphasis on 

multi-step problems to prepare 

students for their GCSE’s

 A bigger emphasis on showing your 

method to earn marks



How will students be assessed in year 10?

• The pupils will have 3 departmental exams this year:

 

1.    4th October (two 25 mark papers, 30 mins each)

2.    8th January (two 25 mark papers, 30 hour each)

3.    EOY 10 exam week 17th – 28th June (two 80 mark papers, 1 hour 30 mins each)

• Following each examination, analysis is completed so pupils and 

  teachers have a detailed list of  strengths and weaknesses to help 

  support progress

• Topic lists will be provided in advance





How we help the students outside the classroom

• All students have access to Microsoft Teams

This will contain:

- Topic lists for assessments

- Questions by topic (with worked solutions)

- Practice papers will be added in March to help them prepare for 

their end of year 10 exams





 Speak to their teacher! Their teacher is 
best placed to give them advice on what 
topics to look at. Teachers can also give 
practice material/revision resources to 
students

 Use Sparx! This is what we use for 
our homework but students can also use 
the 'Independent Learning' section to 
search for topics. (It is important to note 
that this is, on the whole, a skills-based 
website.

How can students revise?

GCSE Mathematics - Mr  Sangha





 Ensure students are practicing often. Start small and build it up. 

 Encourage regular use of Sparx.

 Ensure students are regularly engaging with exam questions. Exam papers and GCSE 

papers split by topic are available on Microsoft teams. 

 Encourage students to start revising now

 Encourage students to read questions carefully and show their method!

What can you do to help?

GCSE Mathematics - Mr Sangha



 Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher if you have any 

concerns or queries

 You can also contact

    Mr Sangha – Curriculum Leader

                        Mr Chentouf - Senior Deputy Curriculum Leader 

Who to contact

GCSE Mathematics - Mr Sangha



GCSE Science

Ms I Ponnuraj – Curriculum Leader



Biology Chemistry Physics

Paper 1

• Cell biology

• Organisation

• Infection and 

response

• Bioenergetics.

• Atomic Structure and the 

periodic table

• Structure and bonding

• Quantitative Chemistry

• Chemical Changes and 

Energy changes

• Energy

• Electricity

• Particles

• Atomic Structure

GCSE Science - Ms Ponnuraj – The course requirements

The examinations:

Three papers in total: Biology, Chemistry and Physics

Trilogy Combined: 1 hour 15 minutes

Separate Science: 1 hour 45 minutes



Required practical – Year 10

Several required practical experiments to be completed for both options

 These are completed in school however there is opportunity for 

students to revise them through virtual experiments online

 www.kerboodle.com

 www.focuselearning.co.uk

Combined 

Science

Triple

Biology 2 4

Chemistry 3 3

Physics 4 5

Total 9 12

GCSE Science - Ms Ponnuraj – The course requirements

http://www.kerboodle.com/
http://www.focuselearning.co.uk/


GCSE Science - Ms. Ponnuraj

 Encourage them to use the resources outlined in the Curriculum Handbook

 It is important they are completing exam questions as this is best practice for 
them.

 School is committed to supporting students in achieving the top grades, and we 
have committed funding towards specific online resources for students:

Physics and Maths tutor – Free for all

 Support them to learn the physics equations for the examinations – they do not 
get them in the exam anymore!

Paid Resources

(obtain login from class teacher)

Free online resources

Kerboodle Cognito

Educake Physics and Maths tutor

Carousel Teams

How can you help?
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Revision Success

1. An organised revision space

2. Revision timetable

3. Smart use of Learning Checklists

4. Ask students what they've learned today 

(in revision)

5. Exam practice – Timed and corrected
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Revision Success

1. An organised revision space

2. Revision timetable

3. Smart use of Learning Checklists

4. Ask students what they've learned today 

(in revision)

5. Exam practice – Timed and corrected
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Revision Success

1. An organised revision space

2. Revision timetable

3. Smart use of Learning Checklists

4. Ask students what they've learned today 

(in revision)

5. Exam practice – Timed and corrected



Pastoral Support and Behaviour

Mr. Watton – Head of Year 10



Expectations are Paramount!

Attendance Expectations

 
 Being on time to school/form time 8:20 start time

 Being on time to lessons

 Attending school every day

 Having all appropriate equipment

 If you do not come to school on time, how do you expect to manage in 

the real world?

All at Barnhill EXPECT high standards of students at all times



Expectations are Paramount!

Classroom Expectations

 All at Barnhill EXPECT high standards of students at all times

 Being equip for learning- Bags, pencil case, books, Suitable School Bag, 

School Planner, Exercise books, Pencil case, Blue or Black Pens, Green Pen, 

Pencil, Ruler, Rubber, Pencil Sharpener

 Scientific Calculator

 Contribute in lessons

 Try your best! Have you used THUDS before starting your work?

T = Title

H = Handwriting

U = Underline (question & date)

D = Date

S = Smartest work?



Banned items

 Hoodies are not allowed onsite. This includes any 

time from the moment you enter the school gates.

 Use of phones/headphones on school premises – 

These will be confiscated.

 Chewing gum

 Aerosol sprays - These can cause harm to other 

students

 Fizzy drinks
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Dressing for Success, 2023-2024

Clothing to, from and in school:

• Blazers and ties must be worn in the school building at 

all times, except blazers during very warm weather.

• Black jumpers are no longer for sale and from September 

2024 will not be permitted to be worn at all.

• Trousers must be tailored, not tight-fitting of any kind.

• Skirts must be knee length and not tight-fitting. Only 

kilts will be permitted from September 2024.
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Dressing for Success, 2023-2024 

Footwear:

• All shoes must be black leather-look dress shoes.

• Shoes must not be branded with sports logos of any 

kind or colour.

• No shoes with white or trainer soles.

• Do not be guided by what the supermarkets are 

selling in the ‘Back to School’ section.



Lanyards, Jewellery, Hair & Make-up:

• Lanyard and ID card holders will be reissued in September.

• One pair of stud earrings and a watch only; no nose studs of 

any kind.

• No rings or bangles whatsoever, including material bracelets.

• Religious artefacts are permitted but must be minimal e.g. the 

Sikh kara. (Permission will be approved by a letter to the 

headteacher)

• Hair must be a single, natural colour. No two-tone hair colour 

allowed.

• Hair extensions are not permitted and could easily cause a 

safety issue in PE, Dance or Drama.

• No fake nails, extensions or nail varnish of any colour.

• No eyelash extensions

Dressing for Success, 2023-2024
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