
Russell Group reading list for key subjects 

Dear Year 12 student, 

Please find below a set of reading lists for various university courses. I’ll negotiate with Sixth Form 

team to see if we can get some of these books into the school library or my shelves.  

Some advice on how to use this: 

• This sounds silly, but books are hard. Studies show that poor diet, lack of sleep, stress and 

time spent looking at screens all diminish our attention spans. Try to set aside time for reading, 

possibly before school or just before bed (it makes an excellent pre-bed wind-down). 

• Keep a reading log so that you know what you’ve read and can remember key details when it 

comes to UCAS Statements and interviews. 

• Some of the books you’ll find here have more relevance to your A Levels than others. Ask 

your teachers for guidance as to what to target first if you aren’t sure.  

• The majority of these books will have bibliographies, references, or further reading lists. If 

something interests you in the book and you want to know more about it, these lists are great 

places to start.  

• There will be overlap and shared interest between lists, so look at books from other courses 

as well! 

• Reading varies in its relevance across subjects. On the one hand, you will need to demonstrate 

your capacity to practically inhale books if you want to study something that is heavily reliant 

on written material, such as English, History or Law. On the other hand, something like work 

experience will be more pressing for vocational subjects with more practical elements, such 

as Dentistry or Medicine (although you should read for these too!).  

• If you don’t understand a term you see in a book, Google it. There’s no point sitting there 

feeling stupid and sorry for yourself if you have the capacity to do something about it.  

• If you don’t like the books under a certain course heading, that’s fine, but don’t doggedly stick 

to that choice of course. It’s probably an indication that you wouldn’t like studying that subject 

for three years at vast expense, so have another think. 

WYA, February 2020 

  



Medicine 

Title Authors Publishing details 

Essential Cell Biology B. Alberts, D. Bray, K. Hopkin 
& A. Johnson 

Garland, 2009 

Essentials of Anatomy and 

Physiology: International Student 

Version 

G. J Tortora and B.H. 

Derrickson 

John Wiley & Sons, 2009 

Essentials of Human Anatomy & 
Physiology 

E. N. Marieb Pearson, 2008 

How we live S. Nuland Vintage, 1998 

How we die: Reflections on Life's 
Final Chapter 

How we die: Reflections on Life's 
Final Chapter 

Vintage, 1995 

The Emperor of All Maladies: A 
Biography of Cancer 

S. Mukherjee Schribner, 2011 

The Checklist Manifesto: How to 

Get Things Right 

A. Gawande Profile Books, 2010 

Medical Ethics: A Very Short 

Introduction 

Tony Hope OUP 

Life at the Extremes Frances Ashcroft Flamingo 

Bad Science Ben Goldacre HarperPerennial 

The Man Who Mistook His Wife 

for a Hat 

Oliver Sacks Picador 

Genome Matt Ridley HarperPerennial 

Nature Via Nurture Matt Ridley Fourth Estate 

A Career in Medicine: Do You 
Have What It Takes? 

R Shakur (ed.) Royal Society of Medicine 
Press 

Learning Medicine Richards and Stockhill (eds.) BMJ Books 

Insiders’ Guide to Medical 
Schools 

Alex Almoudaris (ed.) BMJ Books 

 

Dentistry 

Title Authors Publishing details 

The Oxford Handbook of Clinical 

Dentistry 

D and M Mitchell  

Getting into Dental School A Cross  

Delivering Better Oral Health: An 

Evidence-Based Toolkit for 
Prevention 

Public Health England  

The British Dental Journal   

 

Natural and Combined Sciences 

Title Authors Publishing details 

How We Live and Why We Die: 

The Secret Lives of Cells 

Lewis Wolpert Faber and Faber 

The Animal Kingdom: A Very 

Short Introduction  

P Holland OUP. 2011 



The Ancestor’s Tale: A Pilgrimage 

to the Dawn of Life 

R Dawkins and W Yang Weidenfield and Nicholson, 

2016 

Endless Forms Most Beautiful S Carroll Quercus, 2005 

Molecules P W Atkins Scientific American 

Why Chemical Reactions 

Happen 

J Keeler and P Wothers OUP 

How to Build a Habitable Planet: 

The Story of Earth from the Big 
Bang to Humankind 

C Langmuir and W Broecker Princeton University Press, 

2012 

The Spark of Life F Ashcroft Penguin 

Reaching for the Sun J King CUP 

Why Geese Don’t Get Obese 

(And We Do) 

E P Widmaier W H Freeman 

 

Biology 

Title Authors Publishing details 

Wonderful Life: the Burgess 
Shale and the Nature of History 

Stephen Jay Gould Hutchinson 

The language of the genes: 

biology, history and the 
evolutionary future 

Steve Jones Flamingo 

The selfish gene Richard Dawkins OUP 

The blind watchmaker Richard Dawkins Penguin 

Scaling : why is animal size so 

important? 

Knut Schmidt-Nielsen CUP 

The trials of life : a natural 
history of animal behaviour 

David Attenborough Collins 

Lucy : the beginnings of 
humankind 

Don Johanson & Maitland 
Edey  

Penguin 

Introduction to animal behaviour Aubrey Manning Arnold 

An introduction to the study of 
man 

J. Z. Young Clarendon 

Life on Earth : a natural history David Attenborough Collins 

Private Life of Plants : a natural 
history of plant behaviour 

David Attenborough BBC 

Genome: the autobiography of a 

species in  23 chapters 

Matt Ridley Fourth Estate 

The Story of Life TRE (Richard) Southwood OUP 

Life: An Unauthorised Biography Richard Fortey  

Trilobite! Richard Fortey  

Dry Store Room No. 1 Richard Fortey  

The Origin of Humankind Richard Leaky  

The Diversity of Life Edward O Wilson  

Against Extinction: The Story of 
Conservation 

William M Adams  

 

Chemistry 



Title Authors Publishing details 

Elegant Solutions: Ten Beautiful 

Experiments in Chemistry 

Philip Ball Royal Society of Chemistry 

Nature’s Building Blocks John Emsley OUP 

Why Chemical Reactions 

Happen 

James Keeler and Peter 

Wothers 

OUP 

The Elements of Physical 

Chemistry 

Peter Atkins OUP 

Four Laws that Drive the 

Universe 

Peter Atkins OUP 

The Periodic Kingdom Peter Atkins  

Pushing Electrons Daniel Weeks Harcourt College Publishing 

The Chemistry of Explosives Jacqueline Akhavan  

Magic Molecules: How Drugs 

Work 

Susan Aldridge  

The Science of Chocolate S T Beckett  

The Chemistry of Fireworks Michael S Russell  

Uncle Tungsten Oliver Sacks  

Bad Science Ben Goldacre  

Prometheans in the Lab: 

Chemistry and the Making of the 
Modern World 

Sharon Bertsch McGrayne  

 

Physics 

Title Authors Publishing details 

Big Bang  Simon Singh  

The New Cosmic Onion  Frank Close  

The Elegant Universe  Brian Greene  

Thinking Physics Lewis  Carroll Epstein  

We need to talk about Kelvin  Marcus Chown  

QED  Richard Feynman  

Six Easy Pieces  Richard Feynman    

States of Matter, States of Mind  Allan Barton    

Surely You're Joking Mr Feynman  Richard Feynman    

Cartoon Guide to Physics  Larry Gonick & Art Huffman  

A Short History of Nearly 

Everything  

Bill Bryson  

Great Physicists  William Cropper  

The electric toilet virgin death 

lottery: and other outrageous 

logic problems  

Thomas Cassidy  

 

Maths 

Title Authors Publishing details 

Fermat’s Last Theorem: the story 
of a riddle… 

Simon Singh Fourth Estate 

A Number for your Thoughts  Malcolm Lines Hilger 



Fundamentals of Mathematical 

Analysis  

Rod Haggarty Addison-Wesley 

Does God Play Dice? Ian Stewart Penguin 

From Calculus to Chaos  D.J. Acheson OUP 

The Code Book Simon Singh Fourth Estate 

1089 and All That David Acheson OUP 

Numbers and Proofs R.B.J.T. Allenby Arnold 

What is Mathematics R. Courant & H. Robbins OUP 

Mathematics: the New Golden 

Age 

Keith Devlin Penguin 

Journey through Genius William Dunham Wiley 

Oxford Figures : 800 years of the 

mathematical Sciences 

J Fauvel, R Flood & R Wilson OUP 

A Mathematician’s Apology G.H.Hardy CUP 

Makers of Mathematics Stuart Hollingdale Penguin 

A Concise Introduction to Pure 
Mathematics 

Martin Liebeck Chapman & Hall 

From Here to Infinity Ian Stewart OUP 

The Penguin Dictionary of 
Curious and Interesting Numbers 

D.G. Wells Penguin 

The Penguin Dictionary of 

Curious and Interesting Geometry 

D.G. Wells Penguin 

Mathematical Circus Martin Gardner Penguin 

Mathematical Carnival  Martin Gardner Penguin 

Five Golden Rules John L. Casti Wiley 

Flatland. Edwin A Abbot  

Alan Turing, the Enigma A. Hodges Vintage, 1992 

Game, Set and Math I. Stewart Penguin, 1997 

To Infinity and Beyond Eli Maor Princeton, 1991 

How to Think like a 
Mathematician  

Kevin Houston CUP, 2009 

 

Engineering 

Title Authors Publishing details 

Sustainable Energy – Without 

the Hot Air 

D J C MacKay UIT, 2008 

How Do Wings Work? Holger Babinsky Physics Education, 2003 

Sustainable Materials – With 

Both Eyes Open 

Julian Allwood and Jonathan 

Cullen 

UIT Cambridge, 2012 

Engineering in Society Rob Lawlor Royal Academy of Engineering, 

2013 

Engineering: A Beginner’s Guide Natasha McCarthy Oneworld, 2009 

The New Science of Strong 

Materials – or Why You Don’t 
Fall Through the Floor 

J E Gordon Penguin, 1991 

Structures, or Why Things Don’t 

Fall Down 

J E Gordon DaCapo, 2003 



Cats’ Paws and Catapults: 

Mechanical Worlds of Nature 
and People 

Steven Vogel W W Norton, 2000 

The Gecko’s Foot: How Scientists 
are Taking a Leaf from Nature’s 

Book 

Peter Forbes Harper Perennial, 2006 

What Engineers Know and How 
They Know It: Analytical Studies 

from Aeronautical History 

W G Vincenti Johns Hopkins University 
Press, 1993 

Flying Buttresses, Entropy and O-

Rings: The World of an Engineer 

J L Adams Harvard University Press, 

1992 

 

Computer Science 

Title Authors Publishing details 

Computational Fairy Tales Jeremy Kubica  

Computer Science: An Overview J Glenn Brookshear  

Code: The Hidden Language of 

Computer Hardware and 
Software 

Charles Petzold  

Out of their Minds D Shasha and Cathy Lazere  

The Pattern on the Stone: The 
Simple Ideas that Make 

Computers Work 

Daniel Hillis  

The Information: A History, A 

Theory, A Flood 

James Gleick  

The Pleasures of Counting Tom Korner  

The Code Book Simon Singh  

The New Turing Omnibus A Kee Dewney  

Algorithmic Puzzles Anany Levitin and Maria 
Levitin 

 

 

Psychology 

Title Authors Publishing details 

Your Memory: A User’s Guide Alan Baddeley Multimedia Textbooks 

Zero Degree of Empathy: A New 

Theory of Human Cruelty 

Simon Baron-Cohen Allen Lane, 2011 

Games People Play Eric Berne Penguin 

The Baby in the Mirror: A Child’s 

World from Birth to Three 

Charles Ferryhough Granta, 2009 

Delusions of Gender: The Real 

Science Behind Sex Differences 

Cordelia Fine Icon, 2010 

Making Up the Mind: How the 
Brain Creates Our Mental World 

Chris Frith Blackwell, 2007 

Blink: The Power of Thinking 
Without Thinking 

Malcolm Gladwell Allen Lane, 2005 

The Philosophical Baby Alison Gopnik Bodley Head, 2009 

The Private Life of the Brain Susan Greenfield Allen Lane, 2000 



Oxford Companion to the Mind R L Gregory (ed) OUP 

Emotional Roller Coaster Claudia Hammond Fourth Estate, 2005 

A Toss of the Dice: Stories from 
a Paediatrician’s Practice 

Natasha Hays Jessica Kingsley, 2005 

The Little Class with the Big 

Personality 

Fran Hunnisett Jessica Kingsley, 2005 

What Makes You the Way You 

Are 

Daniel Nettle OUP, 2007 

Body Language Allan Pease and Peter Cox Sheldon 

Talk Language Allan Pease Pease Training 

How the Mind Works Steven Pinker Penguin, 1997 

The Language Instinct Steven Pinker Penguin, 1994 

Opening Skinner’s Box Lauren Slater Bloomsbury, 2005 

The Man Who Mistook His Wife 

for a Hat 

Oliver Sacks Picador, 1986 

An Anthropologist on Mars Oliver Sacks Pan, 1999 

 

Economics 

Title Authors Publishing details 

Global Economic History: A Very 
Short Introduction 

R Allen OUP, 2011 

The Penguin History of 
Economics 

R E Backhouse Penguin 

Poor Economics Bannerjee and Duflo  

Globalisation: Its Rise and Fall in 
the Twentieth Century 

J Frieden Norton and Co. 

The Undercover Economist Tim Harford  

Mathematics for Economics and 
Business 

Iain Jacques  

World Economic Primacy, 1500-

1990 

C Kindleberger OUP 

The Big Short Michael Lewis  

Boomerang Michael Lewis  

Economics Rules: The Rights and 
Wrongs of the Dismal Science 

Dani Rodrik Norton and Co, 2015 

Statistics Without Tears D Rowntree Penguin, 1981 

 

Accounting 

Title Authors Publishing details 

Accounting Made Simple Mike Piper  

A Brief History of Economic 
Genius 

Paul Strathern  

A2 Accounting for AQA D Cox and M Fardon  

 

Business Studies 

Title Authors Publishing details 



Like A Virgin: Secrets They Won’t 

Teach You At Business School 

Richard Branson 2013 

Leading A Ferguson and M Moritz 2016 

The 7 Habits of Highly Effective 

People 

S R Covey 2004 

Business Studies (4th Ed) Dave Hall et al 2008 

 

Law 

Title Authors Publishing details 

Letters to a Law Student Nicholas J McBride Pearson UK, 2014 

Glanville Williams: Learning the 

Law 

ATH Smith Sweet & Maxwell 2016 

Public Law  Adam Tomkins Clarendon Press, 2003 

Criminal Law: the basics  Jonathan Herring  Routledge, 2009 

Introduction to Roman Law  B. Nicholas Clarendon Press, 1962 

The Enforcement of Morals P Devlin Liberty Fund Inc, 2010 

Law: A Very Short Introduction R Wacks OUP, 2008 

What About Law? Studying Law 

at University 

C Barnard and J O’Sullivan OUP, 2011 

The Rule of Law T Bingham Penguin, 2011 

 

History 

Title Authors Section 

What is History? E J Carr 

General In Defence of History R Evans 

On History E Hobsbawn 

Stuart England, 1603-1714 Barry Coward 

Paper 1: Stuart Britain 

A Monarchy Transformed, 1603-
1704 

Mark Kishlansky 

An Introduction to Stuart Britain A Anderson 

A History of the Modern British 
Isles 1603-1714 

D L Smith 

The Glorious Revolution E Cruickshanks 

Killers of the King: The Men who 
Dared to Execute Charles I 

C Spencer 

To Catch a King: Charles II’s 
Great Escape 

C Spencer 

Revolutionary Russia 1891-1991 O Figes 

Paper 2: Russian Revolution The Russian Revolution S Fitzpatrick 

The Complete Short Novels A Chekhov 

Better Day Coming Adam Fairclough 

Paper 3: Race Relations in 

USA 

The Warmth of Other Suns Isabelle Wilkerson 

To Kill a Mockingbird Harper Lee 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn Mark Twain 

We Ain’t What We Ought To Be Stephen Tuck 

Rethinking the Russian Revolution E Acton Russia Coursework 



A Social History of the Russian 

Revolution 

M Ferro 

A People’s Tragedy: The Russian 

Revolution 1891-1924 

O Figes 

Lenin and the Russian Revolution C Hill 

People’s Century G Hodgson 

The Making of Modern Russia J Keep and L Kochan (eds.) 

Russia in Revolution L Kochan 

Lenin: Liberator or Oppressor? J Laver 

The End of Tsarist Russia – The 
March to WWI and Revolution 

D Lieven 

Lenin and Revolutionary Russia S J Lee 

A Very Short Introduction to the 
Soviet Union 

S Lovell 

Mastering Twentieth Century 
Russian History 

N Lowe 

The Rise and Fall of the Soviet 

Union 

M McCauley 

Between the Revolutions: Russia 

1905-1917 

R B McKean 

Lenin’s Revolution: Russia, 1917-

1921 

D R Marples 

The Fall of the Russian Monarchy B Pares 

A Concise History of the Russian 

Revolution 

R Pipes 

Russian Conservatism and its 
Critics 

R Pipes 

The Russian Revolution of 1917: 
The Origins of Modern 

Communism 

L Schapiro 

Lenin D Shub 

Lenin, A Biography R Service 

The Russian Revolution 1900-

1927 

R Service 

A Very Short Introduction to the 

Russian Revolution 

S A Smith 

A History of the Russian 
Revolution 

L Trotsky 

Lenin: A New Biography D Volkogonov 

The Rise and Fall of the Soviet 
Empire: Political Leaders from 

Lenin to Gorbachev 

D Volkogonov 

The Russian Revolution 1917-

1921 

B Williams 

Across the Revolutionary Divide: 

Russia and the USSR 

T Weeks 

 

Geography 



Title Authors Publishing details 

Prisoners of Geography Tim Marshall  

Factfulness Hans Rosling  

The Almighty Dollar Dharshini David  

Connectography Parag Khanna  

Divided Tim Marshall  

Off the Map Alastair Bonnett  

The Silk Roads Peter Frankopan  

Worth Dying For Tim Marshall  

Adventures in the Anthropocene Gaia Vince  

10 Billion Stephen Emmott  

The Bottom Billion Paul Collier  

Population 10 Billion Danny Dorling  

Peoplequake Fred pearce  

This is the Way the World Ends Jeff Nesbit  

 

Philosophy and Ethics 

Title Authors Publishing details 

Think S Blackburn OUP 2001 

Philosophy: A Very Short 
Introduction 

E Craig OUP 2002 

The Philosophy Files S Law Orion 2002 

What Does It All Mean? T Nagel OUP 1987 

Invitation to Philosophy M Hollis Blackwell 1997 

The Oxford Dictionary of 

Philosophy 

S Blackburn OUP 1996 

Philosophy: The Essential Study 

Guide 

N Warburton Routledge 2004 

Practical Ethics P Singer  

A Companion to Ethics P Singer (ed.) Blackwell 1991 

Mill on Utilitarianism R Crisp Routledge 1997 

Morality B Williams CUP 1076 

Causing Death and Saving Lives J Glover Penguin 1997 
 

Sociology 

Title Authors Publishing details 

The Art of Listening L Back 2007 

Thinking Sociologically T May and Z Bauman 2019 

Social Things: An Introduction to 

the Sociological Life 

C Lemert 2011 

Sociology: The Basics K Plummer 2016 

Essential Concepts in Sociology A Giddens and P Sutton 2017 

A Dictionary of Sociology J Scott 2014 

Liquid Times: Living in an Age of 
Uncertainty 

Z Bauman 2007 

Foundations of Sociology R Jenkins 2002 

Fractured Identities H Bradley 1996 



Understanding Social Divisions S Best 2005 

The Age of Migration: 

International Population 

Movements in the Modern World 

S Castles and M J Miller 2009 

Global Culture Industries: The 
Mediation of Things 

S Lash and C Lury 2007 

Convergence Culture: Where Old 
and New Media Collide 

H Jenkins 2006 

 

Politics 

Title Authors Publishing details 

Politics: A Very Short Introduction Kenneth Minogue OUP 

Introduction to Politics G Ponton and P Gill Blackwell 

Contemporary Political Philosophy Will Kymlicka OUP 

Political Philosophy David Miller OUP 

Dreams from my Father: A Story 

of Race and Inheritance 

Barack Obama Three Rivers 

On Liberty John Stuart Mill OUP 

The Social Contract Jean-Jacques Rousseau Penguin 

In Defence of Politics Bernard Crick Continuum 

Presidential Power Richard Neustadt Free Press 

Who Runs This Place?: The 

Anatomy of Britain in the 21st 
Century 

A Sampson and J Murray  

Why Politics Matters: Making 

Politics Work 

Gerry Stoker Palgrave 

What’s Left?: How Liberals Lost 

Their Way 

Nick Cohen Fourth Estate 

The English Constitution Walter Bagehot Oxford 

 

English 

Title Authors Section 

An Introduction to 

Shakespearean Tragedy 

Keirnan Ryan 

Shakespeare 
The Cambridge Companion to 

English Renaissance Tragedy 

Emma Smith (ed) 

Lacan and the Destiny of 
Literature 

Eshan Azari 

The Cambridge Companion to 

Ibsen 

 

Ibsen 

Readings on A Doll’s House  

Henrik Ibsen: A Doll’s House S H Siddall 

Home on the Stage: Domestic 
Spaces in Modern Drama 

Nicholas Grene 

Feminist English Literature Manmohan Krishna Bhatnagar 

Canterbury Tales: Critics Debate Alcuin Blamires Chaucer 



The Cambridge Companion to 

Chaucer 

Derek Pearsall 

The Fairy Tales of Charles 

Perrault 

Angela Carter 

Carter 
Revisionary Fairy Tales in the 
Work of Angela Carter 

Patricia Brooke 

The Cambridge Companion to 
Gothic Fiction 

Jerrold E Hogle 

Stoker Skin Shows: Gothic Horror and 

the Technology of Monsters 

Judith Halberstam 

Bram Stoker: Dracula William Hughes 

Out of Reach: The Poetry of 

Philip Larkin 

Andrew Swarbrick 

Larkin 

The Art of Philip Larkin Simon Petch 

The Cambridge Companion to 

English Poets 

Claude Rawson 

Philip Larkin’s Poetics: Theory 

and Practice of an English Post-
war Poet 

István D Rácz 

Critical Essays on Philip Larkin: 

The Poems 

Linda Cookson 

The Cambridge Companion to 

Tennessee Williams 

Matthew C Roudané 

Williams 

The Theatre of Tennessee 

Williams 

Brenda Murphy 

Tennessee Williams’s A Streetcar 
Named Desire: Interpretations 

Harold Bloom 

Tennessee Williams: A Guide to 
Research and Performance 

Philip C Kolin 

Staging Masculinity: Male Identity 

in Contemporary American 
Drama 

Carla J McDonough 

Confronting Tennessee 
Williams’s, A Streetcar Named 

Desire: Essays in Critical 
Pluralism 

Philip C Kolin 

British Library articles online 

An Introduction to Shakespearean tragedy, Keirnan Ryan  
Hamlet: the play within the play, Gillian Woods  

Theatre in the 19th century, Jacky Bratton  
A close reading of Chaucer's ‘The Merchant’s Prologue and Tale', Jenny Stevens  

Women’s voices in the medieval period, Mary Wellesley  

Love and chivalry in the Middle Ages, Laura Ashe  
An introduction to The Bloody Chamber and Other Stories, Chris Power  

Angela Carter, Gothic literature and The Bloody Chamber, Greg Buzwell  
The origins of the Gothic, John Mullan  

Gothic Motifs, John Bowen  
Dracula: vampires, perversity and Victorian anxieties, Greg Buzwell  

The 1950s: English literature’s angry decade, Greg Buzwell  



 

Art 

Title Authors Publishing details 

Art and Fear: Observations on 
the Perils (and Rewards) of 

Artmaking 

David Bayles  

Ways of Seeing John Berger  

Understanding and Investigating 

Art 

Rod Taylor Hodder and Stoughton 

Art Now (vol 3) Hans Werner Holzwarth Taschen 

The Thames and Hudson 

Dictionary of Art and Artists 

H Read and N Stangos  

The Shock of the New Robert Hughes  

 

Photography 

Title Authors Publishing details 

Masters of Photography Reuel Golden  

Photography: The Definitive 

Visual History 

Tom Ang  

Understanding a Photograph John Berger  

Camera Lucida: Reflections on 

Photography 

Roland Barthes  

Photography: A Concise History W Baart  

The Photograph Graham Clarke  

On Photography Susan Sontag  

 


